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Pixel images form a riveting exhibition from DVDs 
and film
Sunday, June 04, 2006 

Pixel Visions: Contemporary Videos from Birmingham Collections. UAB Visual 
Arts Gallery. Through June 30. 

On a television screen, small discrete elements called pixels combine to constitute an 
image. In this exhibition, images range from the realistic to surreal and to the abstract 
and minimalist. They can also be a pastiche of film work taken from the vast resources 
of a film library. 

This exhibition consists of 15 DVD or film assemblages that range from campy and 
kooky to hypnotic explorations of visual imagery. They are all experimental and most 
run for just a few minutes, but they all have in common the capacity for riveting the 
attention of the spectator. 
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Tracy Moffat's "LOVE" takes the viewer on a delightful trip down motion-picture 
memory lane. Clips from old movies show famous stars enacting roles that involve 
tempestuous relationships. With a lot of slapping around, tossing of drinks in the face 
and the throwing of objects at each other, these scenes strongly suggest love is a 
rough contact sport. When cut and pasted together these amorous slug fests achieve 
Keystone Kops hilarity. 

Sharon Louden's "Footnotes," a DVD animation, looks like a dark glass plane with 
someone on the reverse side brushing elegant curvilinear strokes like a calligraphic 
master. Trine Lisa Nadreaas does a devastating study of a "Singer with Butterflies" who 
spends the entire clip clearing his throat. Pia Lindman's "Shea Stars" is a constant view 
of empty seats at Shea Stadium in New York. 

Dominik Kejman's "Skaters" is an overhead view of silent figures skating in balletic 
patterns that recall the mysterious and hypnotic effect of early German expressionist 
silent films. "Train," by Oliver Michaels, takes the spectator on a cockroach view of an 
apartment, the tracks laid out in a serpentine pattern, running through mouse holes and 
under furniture, a sort of driver education training film for rodents. 

Eva Gruen models figures in clay, laboriously manipulating them in stop-go motion. 
Julian Dashper's "Flash" is a series of erratic and unpredictable flashes of ordinary 
spaces. Emily Jacir's "Crossing Surda" is a stop-frame running commentary on going to 
and from work in a dangerous world of conflict. 

Hiraki Sawa's "Spotter" offers a surreal view of large airplanes flying into and out of 
airports. The people and buildings are on one scale, the planes on a much smaller 
scale, looking like elegant flying bugs. Tim Lee's "Ted Williams" presents a catatonic 
young man holding a baseball. Lydia Veneti's "For Ever After" resembles a homemade 
toy, with little plastic deer lying about in moss that covers a key board and with a 
screen that shows a running imagery in constant flux. 

A question that should occur to viewers of this exhibition: Is this the future of visual arts, 
a fragmentary experiment that will lead to something profoundly new, or is it a 
nonexploration of the already discovered? That these questions, along with others 
related to the contemporary art scene, occur gives justification for this presentation. 
The University of Alabama at Birmingham Gallery, under the leadership of Brett Levine, 
continues to develop its strong tradition of searching the outer edges of what is 
happening in the visual arts world. It is a logical function of a gallery at a teaching 
institution and we should be grateful and open minded about it. 

Watercolor Society of Alabama 65th Annual National Exhibition. Durbin Art 
Gallery, Birmingham-Southern College. Through June 27. 

This is a lovely exhibition that is thoroughly satisfying and without any great surprises. It 
consists of 68 well-done watercolors that represent artists from 20 states practicing a 
prestigious tradition. 

Most of the works are representational. Some are precise to the point of illusion, others 
are effective as interpretations of nature. The medium of watercolor is one of the most 
difficult to master and the extent of accomplishment is often measured by the lambent 
expressiveness that is an essential part of accomplished technique. 

James R. Nelson is visual arts critic for The Birmingham News. 
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